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Abstract: A number of approaches are commonly used for power management. Series 

regulators, switched capacitor regulators and inductor-based (buck) converters each have 

their pros and cons. Buck converters tend to be more widely used today. Traditionally, they 

have been implemented on a dedicated chip (a power management IC or PMIC). But there 

is a trend to move them directly onto the load (e.g. a processor or a system on a chip). This 

requires specialized inductors and much faster switching rates. 
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