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Abstract: Many IC designers simply want to be given a specification and to be turned loose to design.   Real world design assignments rarely include such ready-made specifications.  In this presentation, the speaker will describe his experience leading a design project for a cable television transmitter from concept to implementation.   The discussion will include development of the architecture, derivation of some of the key specifications, technology selection, and IC implementation issues for some of the key parts of the design.  
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Kirk B. Ashby received the B.S and M.S. degrees in electrical engineering from Brigham Young University, Provo, UT in 1987 and 1988 respectively.

In 1988 he joined AT&T Bell Laboratories in Reading, PA where he worked  on integrated circuits for undersea cable applications.  In 1990 he  joined Digitran Systems in Logan, UT where he designed the electronics for crane and petroleum drilling simulators.  In 1991 he rejoined AT&T/Lucent Bell Laboratories in the Silicon Wireless Products group where he worked until 1999.  In 1999 he joined Microtune, Inc. in Plano, TX where he holds the position of IC design manager.  He is currently involved in the design of broadband RFIC circuits for the CATV industry.

Mr. Ashby holds 10 patents in the field of IC design.
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